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WALTER G. FOVARGUE

Glen Arven’s second resident professional enjoyed an international reputation which
catapulted him into the highest tier of American competitive golf. Walter G. Fovargue was at the
forefront of the “home bred invasion” of golf in America. Throughout the turn of the 19%
Century, much of American professional golf was dominated by Scots and Englishmen who
immigrated from Scotland, Ireland and England to these shores. The American Open was
dominated by foreign names like Willie Anderson (1901, 1903, 1904, 1905), Alex Smith (1906,
1910), Alex Ross (1907), Fred McLeod (1908) and George Sargent (1909). It was not until the
spell was broken by American John J. McDermott in back-to-back victories in 1911-1912 that
the “home-breds” began to make their marks. These native bomn sons included Tom
MacNamara, Walter Hagen, Mike Brady, McDermott and a special man indeed from Cleveland
named Walter G. Fovargue.

Before he was through, Fovargue played in 11 U.S. Open Championships, played in the
1913 British Open Championship at Hoylake, played in scores of exhibition matches, and won
the 1917 Northwest Open Championship at the Waverly Links in Portland, Oregon.

Fovargue was born March 13, 1882, in Cleveland, Ohio. He began his golfing career as a
“puny”young caddie at the Cleveland Country Club in 1896 and took lessons from professional
Joe Mitchell. Fovargue’s poor health as a child was one of the reasons he turned to golf. He
loved being outdoors in the fresh air. His parents initially objected to him taking up the game
professionally, but they dropped their objections when they saw how beneficial it was to his
health. It was undoubtedly at Cleveland where Fovargue met Senator Mark A. Hanna and John
D. Rockefeller who became golf enthusiasts. They also developed ultimate ties to Thomasville

and to Glen Arven.



Walter’s first position in the summers was at London Country Club in London, Ontario.
During the winters, however, Walter went south to the Thomasville CC in 1899 and 1900. It was
at Thomasville CC that Walter rekindled his acquaintanceship with Senator Hanna and
Rockefeller. It was also at Glen Arven where Fovargue gave them golf lessons.

During the next seven seasons, Fovargue moved around to a handful of positions in the

summers but always returned to Thomasville for the winters. His movements included the

following:
1899 CC at Thousand Islands, MI
1900 Lagrange (111) CC
1901 Marietta, Ohio
1901 St. Paul CC (Minn.)

1902-04 | Philadelphia CC

1905 Memphis (Tenn) CC (Maplewood NH: Spring & Fall)
1906 Kent Country Club (Grand Rapids, Mich.)

1906-08 El Paso, Texas (during winters)

1907 Pasadena, Calif (Winter)

1907-16 Skokie CC (Chicago, III)

1910 Town & Country CC (St. Paul, Minn.)

One of the American players who knew Fovargue well was Chick Evans who won “The
Double” in 1916 — both the U.S. Open Championship and the British Amateur title. Evans wrote
about Fovargue enthusiastically: “Fovargue is one of the most popular players and a great credit
in every way to professional golf. He expects to put in several hours everyday after April 1 in

practice for the big foreign events. He has had a long and hard training and he is not afraid of



work. His Chicago friends have the greatest possible confidence in him. They know that he can
be trusted to keep himself in the best possible condition. He plays a fine game.”

Fovargue made a big name for himself when he went on the first ever Golf Tour of the
South in 1913. He traveled with the 1911-1912 U.S. Open champion, J.J. McDermott, Mike
Brady, and Tom McNamara.

The inaugural Southern Golf Tour began January 1 starting with a tournament at
Pinehurst, North Carolina, and included stops at Hampden, Tennessee, Sommerville, Palm
Beach, Ormond, Belleair, Dallas, San Antonio, New Orleans, Birmingham, Memphis, Atlanta
and back to Pinehurst. The tour ended with the North and South Open Championship.

During this tour, Fovargue never figured higher in the final standings than sixth place. At
Belleair he twice came within two strokes of the course record. As a result of Fovargue’s
superior performance, several Chicago professional golfers decided to sponsor him into the 1913
British Open Championship at Hoylake by paying his expenses.

The six-foot-three-inch Fovargue towered over many of his professional colleagues. He
had a graceful upright swing with a dramatic arc that took full advantage of his height.

Walter’s brother, Arthur Fovargue, was also a golf professional serving at Skokie CC
(1907-09), Louisville, Kentucky (1911), Calumet CC, Chicago (1915-16, CC of San Francisco
(1916-17), Mid City CC, Chicago (1924-226), and Westbrook CC, Mansfield, Ohio (1928).

Called “Wallie” by his professional friends including Chick Evans, Fovargue was lauded
for his genial manner and sportsmanlike instinct which endeared him to scores of golfers. In
1912, Walter played in the Western Open contested at the Idlewild CC for the 13% occasion. The
tournament was won by MacDonald Smith with a total score 299. Alec Robertson came second

with 302 followed by Johnny McDermott with 303. Fovargue and Tom MacNamara divided



e

fourth and fifth places with equal scores of 305. Fovargue’s score eclipsed form Open
champions, Fred McLeon, Alec Smith, and Jock Hutchison.

The next year, American Amateur Francis Quimet shook the foundations of golf with his
historic victory over Harry Vardon and Ted Ray in the 1913 U.S. Open Championship contested
at Brookline. Before the tournament began, six professionals played an exhibition match on the
Country Club golf links. The two Vardons, Harry and Tom, played pariners with Walter
Fovargue against Ted Ray, J. Croke and Leith. Fovargue’s team won the sixsome match. When
it came to star power in golf, Walter had friends in high places.

During his tenure at Skokie CC in Chicago, Fovargue continued to impress all those
around him with his good character. In 1912, he set a new course record 68 while eclipsing the
old record of 69 set by Harry Turpie of Edgewater. The prior year, Skokie’s $25,000 clubhouse
burned to the ground together with $10,000 worth of golf equipment owned by Fovargue. The
building burned while Skokie’s directors dined at a banquet at the Chicago Athletic Club. While
surveying the ruin, Skokie member, Mrs. Harvey Pound, openly cried for “her dear old clubhouse
with its decorations and memories of many a golfing gathering.” Walter Fovargue gently
comforted Mrs. Pound, “Why, Mrs. Pound, it will be rebuilt. It will be better than ever. Your
loss is nothing. 1 lost nearly all I had in the world — thousands of dollars worth of clubs and
supplies for the Spring opening.” Instantly Mrs. Pound dried her eyes and forgetting her
sentimental loss gave Fovargue an order for a new set of clubs. “You are the jollier, Mr.
Fovargue, not my husband who usually plays that role.”

After Philadelphia, Fovargue went to the Memphis (Tennessee) Country Club. He then
did a short stay at the Kent Country Club of Grand Rapids, Michigan. After his stay at

Thomasville, in 1906 Fovargue became the professional at Skokie CC near Chicago, Illinois. It



was at Skokie that Fovargue became the close friend of Chick Evans, the 1916 American Open
champion and 1916 British Amateur champion. Evans believed and wrote that “Wallie”
Fovargue was “one of the most popular players and a great credit in every way to professional
golf.”

Fovargue was a superb teacher and many of his students attained prominence in their
golfing pursuits including: Fraser Hale; Gordon Copeland; Phil Stanton, former Michigan
champion; Kenneth Burns; Miss Mildred Smith; Miss Myra Helmer; Miss Georgiana Bishop, the
1904 Women’s Amateur National Champion at Merion Cricket Club.

In 1916, Fovargue ended his decade at Skokie and left Chicago for San Francisco. He
decided to divide his loyalties between the Mungo Manufacturing Company and to act as an
understudy to Donald Ross, the eastern golf course architect of national and indeed international
acclaim. Fovargue spent several weeks traveling with Ross inspecting courses and learning the
fundamentals of golf course architecture from him. Fovargue first worked with Ross in
redesigning the North Shore Golf i,inks at Skokie. They reversed the play on the first nine holes,
filled in little fairway bunkers, shifted the greens, added more effective “real” hazards and
lengthened some of the holes.

One of his first design projects was at Fairhope, Alabama, in what was then believed to
be the record for the quickest golf course construction in America. Fovargue had the course laid
out and play began over it within one week from the day he arrived in Fairhope. All tees and
greens were made of red clay. Few bunkers were constructed because of the natural hazards
already existing on the property. The population of Fairhope was then only 600.

In 1916, Fovargue was hired by the Annandale Golf Club in California to remodel its

course. The clubhouse was relocated from one end of the course to the other necessitating a



complete redesign which Walter skillfully accomplished,

In 1917, Fovargue teamed up with James A. Donaldson and Wilfred Reid to design the
Lakeside Golf Club links. It was celebrated for its combination of seaside and inland golf holes.
The first half of the course was laid over rolling hills and natural inland hazards while the
remaining stretch traversed natural sand dunes close to the oceanside. The inland holes were
protected from the wind by a natural platean while the ocean holes were unprotected from the
vicissitudes of the wind. The course was favorably compared on its opening with Pine Valley
GC and National Golf Links on Long Island. The course borders on Lake Merced.

While in San Francisco in 1917, Fovargue won the Northwest Open Championship on the
Waverly Country Club links against a distinguished field of golf champions. In assembling the
winning score 290, Walter broke the course record with a 69 in the third round. Fovargue
defeated former National Amateur Champion H. Chandler Egan and 1916 Northwest Open
Champion Russell Smith.

In 1921, Fovargue went to Japan to design the Hodogayo GC. This was Japan’s first 18-
hole golf links located in the suburbs of Tokyo. Also in 1921, Walter redesigned the Grays

Harbor CC.

In another complete change of pace, along with his architectural pursuits, Walter also
decided to represent the St. Mungo Manufacturing Company which made the “Colonel” golf ball.
Chick Evans went to San Francisco to visit Fovargue after he relocated. Evans noticed Walter
had a new white car with “Colonel” on the side door. Evans learned about a sympathetic friend
of Mrs. Fovargue who asked whether Mrs. Fovargue was worried about her husband “being in
the military” with the war going on. After regaining his amateur status, Fovargue competed in

the 1923 Washington State Amateur Championship.



Fovargue moved to Aberdeen, Washington in 1917 when his friend, W.J. (Billy)
Patterson told him about the new golf course called Grays Harbor CC. Sitting in the locker room
of the Seattle CC, Patterson extolled the beauty of Grays Harbor established in 1912.

After moving to Aberdeen, Fovargue went to work for the Grays Harbor Motorship
Company while World War I was being waged. Walter was 38 years old when war broke out.
He laid out the Oakridge GC, Beachway GC '(no longer in existence), Raymond GC and Olympia
CC courses after he moved to Aberdeen. He also entered the energy business becoming a partner
in the Harry Phipps and Watson Fuel Company, ultimately becoming sole owner. His fuel
business gradually shifted from wood to oil and was very successful.

During the war years, Walter played little golf and actually regained his amateur standing,
As an amateur, he carried off the 1922 Washington State Amateur Championship title defeating
the former champion Ben Stein 144 to 146.

In 1933, Fovargue moved to La Jolia where he spent his last decade before his death on
March 27, 1963. At the time he had completed 50 years as a member of his beloved Grays
Harbor CC.

Today Fovargue’s grandson, Johnathan Fovargue carries on the family tradition of
playing golf for fun at Grays HarBor. Johnathan proudly regales all who listen about his famous
golfing grandfather and shares his grandfather’s scrapbooks which contain historic photographs
and newspaper clippings about Walter Fovargue’s career.

On the first page of the photo scrapbook is a full-size 8x10 photo of the “Thomasville
Country Club” titled in Walter’s own handwriting. It is accompanied by numerous photographs
of players at Glen Arven including Frances Griscom. It is obvious that Walter Fovargue

treasured his time spent at Thomasviile in a day when life was not so hurried.
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